
Grisélidis Réal  was a writer, a painter, and a 
prostitute. She was a committed activist and a 
figurehead of the struggle for rights and social 
recognition of sex workers in Geneva and 
worldwide. 
 
For Grisélidis Réal, it was essential to make 
known the daily reality of sex workers and to 
testify to the experiences of the people who are 
directly affected. 
 
She collected a lot of newspaper cuttings, 
reviews, letters, books, researches, films, 
photos and posters relating to sex work. At her 
home, she created the “International 
Documentation Centre on Prostitution” . 
With the help of her copy machine, she 
prepared thematic files which she handed out 
for free to any interested individuals: sex 
workers, students, researchers or journalists. 
 
Grisélidis Réal is probably the first person who 
systematically collected a referenced 
documentation on prostitution during thirty 
years with the intention of producing an 
international data bank.  
 
After her death in 2005, her four children 
entrusted Aspasie1 with these archives in order 
to continue the work she started, and to keep 
the Centre alive. 
 
With the support of Aspasie, several concerned 
individuals created this association to fulfil the 
wish of Grisélidis Réal’s children. 
 

                                                 
1 Aspasie is an organisation which support sex workers 
and defend their rights. It has been created in Geneva in 
1982 by and for sex workers, among others by Grisélidis 
Réal. For more information, please look at 
www.aspasie.ch  

To preserve, to collect and to make an 
inventory  
 
The association’s first goal is to preserve the 
archives of Grisélidis Réal and to make an 
inventory of all its constitutive items. 
 
The Centre's objectives are to collect and 
gather updated information and documentation 
relating to prostitution at a regional, national 
and international level. 
 
 
 
 
Accessibility 
 
These resources will be made available to the 
public.  
 
The Centre is going to have a lending library 
and it will be possible to consult documents on 
the premises. Additionally, many documents 
will be directly accessible online. 
 
 
 
 
Reaching out activities 
 
The Centre promotes Grisélidis Réal’s archives 
and documentation by organising events linked 
with sex work (expositions, projections, 
conferences, debates, etc.). By doing this, we 
hope to catch the attention of the academic 
public in order to encourage and facilitate 
research works, thesis, and articles on the 
subject of prostitution. 
 
 
 
 

A place of encounter 
 
The Grisélidis Réal Centre will become a place 
of information, reflection, debate and action, as 
well as a tool for the promotion of social 
recognition of sex workers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Who should consult the Centre? 
 

- Sex workers 
- Students and researchers 
- The authorities 
- NGO's und international organisations 
- Movement fighting for the recognition and 

the rights of prostitutes 
- Other interested people 

 
We also planned to work with documentation 
centres, libraries and collectors that are in 
possession of documentation, books or objects 
relating to the history of prostitution and the 
struggle for the fundamental rights of sex workers. 


